
Merton PrimorySchool

4 Yeor Kindergorten
The Merton Community Schoot district offers om ond pm sessions of Four
Yeor Otd Kindergorten (4K).

Stotement
ln Four-Yeor-Ol.d-Kindergorten we view leorning not os on outcome, but os
o process. The ctossroom environment shoutd foci[itote the leorning
process, providing chitdren experiences thot begin to construct knowtedge
ond understonding of muttiple skitts, such os creotivity, cognition,
personot, sociot, ond physicol devetopment.

Goo[s
Chil.dren devetop ond [eorn in different woys ond of different times The
clossroom environment shoul.d focititote the teorning process, providing
chitdren with experiences thot begin to construct knowledge ond
understonding of muttipte skitts, such os creotivity, cognition, personot,
socio[ ond physicol devetopment.

Torget skil,l.s ond content oreos ore integroted into leorning centers guided
by o ploy bosed philosophy. Chitdren ore encouroged to leorn ond grow in
o devetopmentotly oppropriote ond nurtu ri ng otmosph ere. Assessments

ore mode by observing the chiLd os he/she demonstrotes skil,ts through
honds^on octivities, work somptes, ptoy, ond interoction with odutts ond
peers.





Whot wil,t the doy look I'i ke?

8:50-'11:50 monning session 12:50-3:50 ofternoon session

4K is offered in o three hour session, morning ond ofternoon"
The 4K curriculum is chil'd centered ond ptoy bosed.

Hondwriting, literocy, Second Step, ond phonemic oworeness octivities
ore used in pl.onning the 4K curricutum. Longuoge ond reodiness bosed

octivities ore designed specificotl.y for the eor[y teorner. Skil.l,s ond content
oreos ore integroted into [eorning centers thot ore guided by o ptoy-bosed

philosophy.

Chil.dren ore encouroged to teorn ond grow in o devetopmentolty
oppropriote ond nurturing environment.

Rich productive ptoy experiences enobte chi[dren to:

problem solve increose creotivity develop neodiness skit[s

promote sociol, ond emotionol growth enhonce physicol. development

develop [onguoge ond communicotion

4K Highl,ights

Librory Art MokerSpoce Music PhyEd

3 Ho[idoy Porties Home/School projects Monthty newsletter

F.-.
cl

I

4K Sociot Birthdoys 2 Fiel,d trips Cetebrotion Doy



How do I know if my chil,d is reo dV?

Wisconsin Stote Low requires thot o chil"d be four yeors old before
September i in order to ottend 4K. Eorly enJrqnce is not on option. Mony

porents question whether their chil.d is reody to enter o four yeor otd

kindergorten. Consider the fol.towi ng chorocteristics ond obititi es:

tikes to ptoy with other chitdren

is toitet troined

ls oble to shore informotion

[ikes to listen to stories

identifies some cotors or shopes

con follow o simpte direction or rul"e

ottempts bosic self core skitts (ie dressing seffi wiping setf""..)

porticipotes in on octivity for 10-15 minutes

lf you ore stit[ unsure, pteose contoct the school principol for o conference
ond o progrom visltotion.

The ctossroom teochers, school psychotogist, speech ctinicions ond porent
referrols ore ovoitoble to hetp you with your decision"

Welcorne to the Merton Community
Merton Primory School: WZB460 Sussex Rood - Horttond, Wl 53029

Moiling Address: PO Box 15 - Merton,, Wisconsin 53056

www.merton.kl2,wi.u s

Phone: 262-538-2227

Fax:262-538-3937



0 Copifotr Formqtion All letters ond ntlmbers shoul,C be wnitterr from the top down.
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'6 Picking Up My Pencil

Deor Fomilies,

We ore working on holding our pencils correclly ol school. The slondord woys for children io hold their pencils ore
illustroled below, Some children like to pinch with the lhumb ond pointer. Thot's lhe tripod (threepinch wifh thumb qnd
poinier finger, pencil rests on fhe middle finger), Others like the quodropod (four-pinch with lhumb ond pointer/middle
fingers together, pencil resls on ring finger), If you write using o grip lhot is different thon tripod or quodropod, olier your
grip for procfice with your child, Children love io imilote odults qnd will copy you. The "Flip the Penci! Trick" is o fun woy
lo proctice posilioning ihe pencil correcily.

Eroser poinis to left shoulder.
Tripod Grip

Slondord grip: Hold pencil with

thumb + index finger.

Pencil rests on middle finger.

Eroser poinls to right shoulder

Quodropod Grip
Allernote grip: Hold pencil with

lhumb + index qnd middle fingers.
Pencil resis on ring fingor.

Flip fhe Pencil Trick
This is o fun woy to procfice plocing the fingers correctly. Children like to leqrn it ond it puls fhe pencil in the correct
position, (llluslroied for righi-honded children.)

(

\ ?
Ploce pencil on toble pointing owoy
from you. Pinch lhe pencil on the poinl
where the poini meets the wood.

Hold ihe erqser ond twirl
the pencil oround.

Voilol
Correcl grip

Kick Slorl Kindergorlen Teocher's Guide p. 182; teifers ond Numb ers for Me Teocher's Guide p. 182; My Prlnting Book leochar's Guide p, 172;
Prinling Power Teocher's Guide p. 184

@ 2018 [oorning Without Teors
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Thumb through the smoll top hole

Index finger holding the bottom of scissors

Lost three fingers through the big bottom hole

Alwcys poini scissors AWAY from body
and use your "helper hcnd" to hord ond move the poper

s(issoR friNe hrfo*oQ A(+ivi*ieg,
c

a

Plcy dough

Beoding

Locing

Chopsticks

Hole gunching

Tongs/lweezers

o 2018 Miss lY s Reoding Resources m.lsochespoyleochers.com/slore,4yissJys-Reoding-Resources
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Help Me write My Nqme

Children love their nomesl Does your child recognize their nome? Do you see ihem irying io write fheir nome? Teoching
children io write iheir nome depends on two things: oge ond reodiness.

Copitol Nsme
Your child won't olwoys wrile in copitols, bul it's the eosiest woy for them to stort, This is especiolly true for your
slruggling wriiers or children wilh speciol needs. You con exploin ihqt there ore two woys fo write o nome. The big lefler
woy ond lhe litfle letler woy, Show them bofh, but focus on ccpitols first. Exploin to ihem thol when their hcnds get
sfronger, they con leorn lhe other woy, too.

1" Teoch nome in copitols wifh coreful demonstrotion ond imitotion octivities,

2. Pul your slrip obove your child's strip, Demonstrqte eoch leiter on your sirip ond woit for your child

to imiloie you. Do lhis leller by letter {see below},

c
ill_L_L_ il'j

e I J*L I\/

Title Ccse Nqme
When you feel your child hos hqd sufficient proctice wiih their copifols, it's time to odd lowercose leliers. Most children

look forword lo leorning fhis new skill, Teoch iitle cose nome using demonstrolion ond imitotion on double lines, When
teoching lheir nqme in litle cose, consider using poper wilh wide double lines to give your child guidonce. Use 8Vz" x11"
poper with double lines drown obout 1.5 inches oporl {see below).
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Kick Storl Kndergorlen Teocher's Guide p. A5, 128; Lelters ond Nurnbors for Me Teochor's Gulde p. 45i My Prinling Book Teoche/s Guide p. 45 @ 201 8 Leoroing Without Teots
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l. Uee o hole punch *o punch o certqtn number of holes ln o ptece of poper.

2. Use o plpelte to tronsfer wqter from one con+olner to onother.

3. Sfock emoll wooden blocks tnto the tollest fower you con mqke.

1. Stretch ond ploce loom bqnds on Jumbo croft sttcks.

5, Ptck up roft pom poms wtthJumbo chtld tweezens.

5. Peel smoll sttckere up ond ftll up o pre-drown shope wtth them.

7. Pnocflce openlng ond clostng ptnk foom hqtn curlers,

8. Push plpe cleoners through the holes tn o colonden

q, Strlng pony beads oR o crozy strqw.

10, Squeeze o furkey bosfer ond try to blow o cotton boll qcroes the toble"

ll. Wqfer plonts wlth o squ€€ze wofer sprqyer.

i.2. Brold yorn to moke Ropunzel hqlr ond then use sctssors fo cut the hqtn

13" Peel o hord-botled egg of snock ftme.

ll. Moke o popen choln,

15, Roll etrlps of popen on o penctl to moke them curly.

15. Htde dny beqns ln o ptle of ploydoh fhen eeorch for them.

l7. Ploy wtth cloy tnsteod of ploydoh,

18. Use nuts ond bolts from the Hordwqre sfone tn the butldtng center"

lq. Sfqck qnd bulld wlth smoll cups.

20^ Button ond unbutfon clothes on o doll.

2'. Use o geoboord to bulid shopes wlfh rubber bonds.

22. Use legos to moke the letfers of the olphobef.

23. Glue Velcro dofs on the end of crqft sflcke. Butld eomethlng wlth the stlcks.

2q. Sprtnkle confetit onto o tqble. Use wlde polnfbrushes to 6weep the confettt tnto o certotn qreq.

25. Put mognettc letters lnslde Eoster eggs. 0pen on egg, nqme the letter, qnd close the egg,

26. Wnlte numenols on plecee of cordboqnd. Cltp thot mony clothesplns on the cordboord,

27. Turn over a eond tlmer ond see how mony poper cltps you con chp to o sheet of poper before tlme ts up.

28. Moke o neckloce uslng yorn ond uncooked zltl noodles.

21" Sftck o plece of uncooked spoghettt lnto q boll of ploydoh so thqt tt sttcke up etrotght. Ploce pony beods on the

spogheilt to moke o potfern.

30. Strlng lorge ond smoll poper cltps together to moke o long chotn.

31. Mtx up o vorlety of podlocks ond keys, See how qulckly you con gef eoch lock open by ustng the correct keys"

32. Se* ouf on lce cube troy, chtld tweezers, ond o bowl of pom poms. See how qulckly you cqn plck up one pom

pom oi o time ond ploce lt ln q secflon of the lce cube froy unttl the whole troy ls full,

33. Sftck toothplcks tn o styrofoom boll to mqke q porcuptne.

3'1, Hove q Mqtchbox cor wosh wtth emoll toothbrusheor €oopr qnd woten.

35. Teor poper ond mqke o mosotc plcture out of tl.
36, Sook some sponges ond wnlng them out seetng how dry you cqn get fhem.

37. Roll ttssue popen lnto bqlls ond glue eoch bqll down on o poge.
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38. Squeeze o lemon or oronge ond see how much lulce you con get from lt"
3q. Moke o mlnl book by stopltng severol poges fogether.
t10. Use o push pln *o poke holee oround the outltne of o ptcture.
r'11. Ptck up pennles one of o tlme ond ploce them tn o ptggy bonk.
q2. Pop bubbles on bubble wrop.
t13. Uae cookle cutters to cut ploydoh.
Lll. Use o toy hommer to hommer golf tees tnto c ptece of Styrofoom.
Lls. Cuf up strows ond strlng fhem on yor-n to mqke o neckloce.
Ll5. Mske a Froot Loop neckloce.

17. Troce qround your hqnd wlfh o pencll.
tl8. Teor pleces of mosktng tope cnd then sttck fhem fo o lorge sheet of poper.

!q. Sort q ptle of smoll obJects lnto gnoups (poper cllps, rubber bonde, ond mqrbles)

50. Use yorn to sew o loclng cord,

51. Drow o monster on fhe wlndow wlth q dry erose mqrker. Then, use o 6pnoy botlle to sproy fhe monster wtth

woter qnd melt tf.

52. Ploce lois of pennles fsce down on the toble. Try fo turn over one penny of q ttme by plcktng tt up wtthout

sltdtng tt to the edge of fhe toble.

53. Cut plcfures out o mogozlne.

5t. Ptck up pom poms wlth tweezers ond drop them down q poper towel tube.

55" Wrop 
"ubber 

bonds onound cut pool noodles.

56. Drop ltqutd wqtercolor polnf onto coffee ftlters uslng eyo droppens.

57. Peel mosktng tope off o toble.

58. Tte knots in o plece of yorn,

5q. Strlng your nome uslng loclng olphobet beqds. \

60, Cltp Borble clothes onfo o smoll clotheellne uslng clothesplns.

61. Bulld ptctures out of snop cubes.

62, Mqke o ptciure out of sftckers.

63, Push toothpleks through the holes ln o pormeson cheeee shqken

6t1, Weove o plocemot by weovlng long strtpe of poper together.

65. Use toofhplcks qnd morshmollowe io butld shopes.

65. Polnf o plcture uelng qflps os polnfbrushes,

67. Uee o spoon to scoop up pony beods ond tronsfer them to o dtfferent contolner,

68. Threod pony beods on o plpe cleonen fo mqke o pottern.

6q. Wrop yorn qround qnd oround o plece of condboqrd cut lnto o shope.

70, Scoop soll lnfo o pot. Plck up o few seeds ond plont them.

7|. Put together o 2Q-25 plece puzzle.

72. Use decorotlve sclssons to cut poPer lnto foncy pleces,

73" Spneod out confoet poper stteky stde up. Moke o pleture by sttcktng nstursi obJecfe (leoves, twlgs, ocorns,

etc.) io tt"



7q. Moke snokee ond eggs by rolhng ploydoh rnto long snokee ond egg-ltke bolls.

75. Peel snd teor colorful wosht tope ond use tt to mqke o ptcture.

76. Use chop sttcks to eot wtth.

77, Moke the letters of youn nome ouf of Wkkt sttx.

78. Use Blngo dobbers to potnt o ptcture.

71. Drlve o toy cor olong o gloni letfen or number cutouf.

80, Use o rolltng ptn to roll ouf dough,

8l' Use decorotlve hole punchers to punch out plctures. Then glue the cut outs onto o ptece of paper.

82. Bulld somethtng wtth legoo,

83' Peel stqr stlckers up ond then uee fhem to moke your own constellotton on block poper.

BLl. Use q clofhespln to plck up ond fnqnsfer cotton bolls from one bowl to onother.

85, Proctlce openlng ond closlng storoge contolners (plostrc food btns, Ztploc bogs, etc.)
86. Use o toothptck to drow o destgn tn some ploydoh.

87. Ptck up o croft pom pom with q clothespln. Dtp tt tn potnt ond dob potnt on o ptece of poper- ustng the pom pom,

88. Cup your honds fogether to shoke two dtce" Roll fhem ond odd up the dots.

8q, Moke shodow puppets ustng your hqnds ond o floshltght.
q0" Use your tndex ftnger to pop bubbles,
qL Use only your: thumb ond lndex ftnger to ptck up morbles ond tronsfer them fo o Jor-.

12. Go oufstde qnd use sclsoore fo glve the gnoss o hqlrcut.
q3. Stock penntes os htgh 06 you cqn to moke q tower.
qq. Put together o Mr. Pofqto Heod toy.
q5. Use o woter gun to squlrf hquld wqter colors on the sldewolk to potnt o plcture.
q6. Try to trqce the outltne of o plcture wfth ltquld glue by squeezlng the glue bottle ond followtng the llne,
q7. Crumple popen ond throw lf llke o snowboll, Then unroll tf ond smoqth tt bqck out.
q8. use o computer keyboord to fype fhe lei-ters of fhe olphobet rn order.
9q. Blow up o bqlloon ond then tte q knof tn tt.

100. Ftnger potnt"

l0l. Use o morker to connect dots on o plece of paper.


